CHAPTER VIE
THE AUSTRO-PRUSSIAN WAR
I
IN 1864 Otto von Bismarck was fairly in his stride.
He felt himself to be master of events. He was
immensely proud of his achievement in the defeat
of Denmark and the conclusion of the compromise
of Gastein. In later life he repeatedly declared that
he regarded his labours in 1864 as alike the most
onerous and the most triumphantly successful of his
whole career. He had ousted Denmark from the
duchies with the actual assistance of the deluded and
infatuated Austria (his prime German enemy), and
without the interference of either Britain or France
(his two chief Continental opponents). That he was
able to achieve this resounding triumph was due
mainly to three circumstances, namely, (i) Austria's
fear of the recurrence of the * Revolution *; (2) Britain's
alienation from Napoleon HI of France, whose vagaries
from 1860 onward made Anglo-French co-operation
impossible; (3) the fact that he had behind him an
obedient king and also a renewed and regenerated
Prussia.
William I was already sixty years of age when he